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say that I am grateful for it, and again,
grateful for its expression in this remarkable
project which will help the people of Con-
necticut and the United States to under-
stand their history.

I am delighted that this center will bear
the Dodd name because it is fitting that a li-
brary, a place that keeps and honors books
and records, will honor Tom Dodd’s service,
his passion for justice and his hatred of tyr-
anny. Where books are preserved, studied
and revered, human beings will also be treat-
ed with respect and dignity, and liberty will
be strengthened.

Dedicating this research center today, we
remember that when the Nazis came to
power, one of the very first things they did
was burn books they deemed subversive. The
road to tyranny, we must never forget, be-
gins with the destruction of the truth.

In the darkest days of the war, President
Roosevelt, with those awful bonfires fresh in
his memory, reflected upon how the free pur-
suit of knowledge protects our liberty. And
he put it well when he called books ‘‘the
weapons for man’s freedom.’’ I am glad that
Tom Dodd will be remembered here, in this
place, in this building, with this center, in
the state he loved, with the very best arsenal
for the freedom he fought to defend his en-
tire life.

Thank you very much. (Applause.)

REMARKS OF SENATOR CHRISTOPHER J. DODD

Mr. President, Governor Rowland, Presi-
dent Hartley, colleagues distinguished
guests, members of my family, friends: On
behalf of my family—allow me to express my
thanks to you, Mr. President, for your pres-
ence here today. You honor my father, my
family, my State and our University. You
are the first sitting American President to
ever visit this University in the 114 year his-
tory of this institution, we are grateful.

We are grateful as well to those of you
with whom my father worked over the
years—his colleagues—his staff—his con-
stituency and friends for being here to join
with us in the celebration of his life of public
service.

For nearly 40 years my father served his
State and Nation. It was a full life—a life of
engagement with the great issues of his
time.

We are here to dedicate a new home for his
papers and artifacts of the past. In so doing,
we preserve delicate fragments of history
which this and future generations should
find instructive.

We are also here today to remember the
achievements of those who came before us—
who made and recorded the history on which
our present world is built. My father is one
such person. Today we commemorate—and
celebrate—his faith, his love of country, and
his life of service.

Today we recall not only my father’s ac-
complishments, but the achievements of his
generation. It is now 50 years since the end
of World War II, a war which tore apart a
western civilization. It is 50 years since
thousands of young Americans fought and
died to defend tyranny. It is 50 years since
the effort to rebuild that civilization began
with the Nuremberg Trials—truly the trial
of the century.

Many recall the stern justice rendered at
Nuremberg against those who committed the
atrocities of Nazism. But we should also re-
member that 3 of the accused at Nuremberg
were acquitted. In those verdicts of acquit-
tal, as well as in the verdicts of guilt, the
United States and her allies helped to reas-
sure the world that justice could, indeed,
would prevail over evil and chaos.

After Nuremberg, my father’s generation
rebuilt Europe and Asia. The Marshall Plan,

NATO, the United Nations—these were ex-
traordinary acts of collective sacrifice, vi-
sion, and political courage in the fact of sig-
nificant opposition here at home.

In remembering the achievements of that
generation, it is fitting that we here today
are joined by President Bill Clinton. In 1995,
President Clinton has not forgotten the les-
sons of 1945.

Like my father’s generation, Mr. Presi-
dent, you understand that no nation which
proclaims the virtue of freedom can ignore
the deprivation of others.

Mr. President, you understand that though
the Soviet Empire no longer threatens our
world, the job of securing the peace is still
far from complete.

Over the past 21⁄2 years you have dem-
onstrated over and over and over again the
role we must play in the cause of freedom
and justice.

Ireland, Haiti, the Middle East, Asia, Latin
America, and most recently, in Bosnia, have
profitted from our principled, patient insist-
ence that all men and women have a right to
shape their own destiny.

At the same time, there remain many
parts of the world that still desperately need
our engagement and example.

Abroad and at home, you Mr. President,
carry within your heart the same wise and
generous spirit that guided the generation of
my father. You have proven yourself to be a
worthy inheritor of their unbending faith in
a future where people can live not in fear but
with hope. For that, Mr. President, you have
earned our everlasting gratitude.

On behalf of the Dodd family, the Univer-
sity of Connecticut, and our Constitution
State, we thank you for honoring us with
your presence.∑
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TRIBUTE TO JOHNETTA
MARSHALL

∑ Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
rise today to pay tribute to a Kentuck-
ian who for many years has displayed a
great deal of courage in standing up for
what she believes. Louisville native
Ms. Johnetta Marshall has traveled the
world to fight for the rights of others,
and now she’s being recognized here at
home as the new president of the Na-
tional Older Women’s League, a not-
for-profit organization that promotes
health, housing, and Social Security is-
sues for women over the age of 50.

Recently, Ms. Marshall traveled to
China to march for equality of the
sexes at the United Nation’s Fourth
World Conference of Women. While
that trip ended peacefully, some of her
journeys have taken a violent turn.
One such incident occurred in the Deep
South in the late 1950’s when Ms. Mar-
shall was pelted with rocks while
marching for civil rights. She recently
recounted in a story for Louisville’s
Courier-Journal, that while in Merid-
ian, Mississippi, ‘‘we had to go in the
back way at hotels and ride the freight
elevator. They made us a dining room
in the bedroom rather than have us eat
with the rest of the guests.’’ While this
kind of treatment may have disparaged
some, it gave Ms. Marshall a reason to
continue her fight for civil rights.

One of the highlights of Ms. Mar-
shall’s career came in March of this
year, when she was named president of
the Older Women’s League. Marshall,

who served as a member of the board of
directors for 6 years, is truly dedicated
to the cause and she hopes to put the
organization in the public spotlight
during her tenure as president. The ex-
ecutive director of the Older Women’s
League, Deborah Briceland-Betts, says
members of the group are delighted
that Marshall is now leading them.
And they hope she will continue her ex-
traordinary commitment to find cre-
ative and effective ways to improve the
lives of midlife and older women and
their families.

Not only is Ms. Marshall a national
leader in the fights for the rights of
others, she also worked on behalf of in-
terests in the Bluegrass State. For
nearly 20 years, Ms. Marshall was exec-
utive director of Louisville’s Opportu-
nities Industrialization Centers, Inc.,
which was responsible for training wel-
fare recipients for jobs. She also served
as regional coordinator of the Prichard
Committee for Academic Excellence in
Lexington, and during that time she
worked hard to promote education re-
form. She was also the director of Sen-
ior Services, Inc., executive director of
Kentucky’s Opportunities Industrial-
ization Center, past president of the
Louisville Section of the National
Council of Negro Women, and was the
first African American woman chair of
the March of Dimes’ Kentuckiana
chapter. And in the 1960’s and 1970’s,
she investigated racism in Ohio, Ten-
nessee, and Kentucky as a member of
the Presbyterian Church task force.

As you can tell from her list of ac-
complishments, Ms. Marshall has had a
long and distinguished career, and it
does not look like it will slow down
anytime soon. Even with the demand-
ing pace of her public advocacy, she
still always found time for her real
love, her six children whom she suc-
cessfully raised as a single mother.

Mr. President, I ask my colleagues to
join me in paying tribute to this out-
standing Kentuckian. I also ask that
an article from the October 10 Courier-
Journal be printed in the RECORD.

The article follows:
[From the Courier-Journal, Louisville, KY,

Oct. 10, 1995]
A PIONEERING SPIRIT—LOUISVILLE NATIVE

HAS MARCHED IN THE SOUTH AND IN CHINA
FOR RIGHTS OF OTHERS

(By Lawrence Muhammad)
Johnetta Marshall won’t tell her age but

‘‘pioneer’’ is definitely a title that fits her.
The Louisville native was pelted with

rocks while marching for civil rights in the
Deep South in the late 1950s and early ’60s.
More recently, she marched for sex equality
under the watchful eyes of government po-
lice at the United Nation’s Fourth World
Conference of Women in China.

In the ’60s, in Meridian, Miss., she recalled,
‘‘we had to go in the back way at hotels and
ride the freight elevator. They made us a
dining room in the bedroom rather than have
us eat with the rest of the guests.’’

Decades later, Marshall attended the China
conference as the new president of the Wash-
ington, D.C.-based Older Women’s League.
Carrying a banner and chanting, she and
other conferees marched onto the conference
grounds and into workshops.
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Although no one in her group had trouble

with Chinese authorities, she said, ‘‘there
were people with video cameras. . . . We
wanted them to see the banner. But there
was no harassment.’’

Marshall, who lives in Jeffersontown, was
named president of the Older Women’s
League in March. It’s a nationwide, not-for-
profit organization that promotes health,
housing and Social Security issues for
women over the age of 50.

The appointment caps a career of distin-
guished service.

For nearly 20 years until it closed in 1988,
Marshall was executive director of Louis-
ville’s Opportunities Industrialization Cen-
ters Inc., once a nationwide non-profit group
with headquarters in Philadelphia that
trained welfare recipients for jobs.

She was also the first chairman of the Ken-
tucky Minority AIDS Council.

Sam Robinson, president of the Lincoln
Foundation and also a founding member of
the AIDS council, recalled suggesting Mar-
shall to the group because of her work with
the National Council of Negro Women and
the National Association for the Advance-
ment of Colored People. ‘‘And when we were
ready to elect officers, everybody looked to
her for leadership,’’ Robinson said.

Lead she has, also serving stints as a Pres-
byterian Church organizer, propagating ra-
cial fairness among Southern members dur-
ing the 1960s and ’70s; as director of Senior
Services Inc. in Louisville; as past president
of the National Council of Negro Women’s
Louisville section; and as the first African-
American woman to chair the March of
Dimes’ Kentuckiana chapter, among other
posts.

Last month in China, Marshall led a 32-
member delegation to the Non-governmental
Organizations Forum on Women in Huairou.
It was an unofficial gathering held in con-
junction with the U.N. conference in Beijing.

Marshall and her group, co-sponsored by
the American Society on Aging, met officials
of the China National Committee on Aging
and China Research Center on Aging and
toured hospitals and welfare homes for the
elderly. It was an effort to promote concerns
of older women that past world forums had
inadequately addressed, Marshall said.

For example, women over 65 are dispropor-
tionately poor, spend more on home repairs,
more frequently develop breast cancer and
suffer more chronic ailments than older men,
according to an Older Women’s League study
done in 1993.

The study also showed 60 percent of mar-
ried women are widowed and living alone by
75, and 30 percent require home care, double
the percentage for men.

‘‘Back in the civil-rights days, women were
suffering, and there have been some improve-
ments, but not enough,’’ Marshall said.
‘‘Women can work side by side with men, and
maybe have better skills, but men get more
pay. And if you happen to be an older
women, you are counted out completely.’’

Marshall clearly would not be counted out.
Leading the local Opportunities Industrial-
ization Center, she smashed the gender bar-
rier in the early 1980s to head the group’s ex-
ecutive directors association, a male-domi-
nated network of about 85 OIC insiders.

‘‘For Johnetta to run for that position, and
win it, was akin to Shannon Faulkner enter-
ing The Citadel,’’ said Gene Blue, president
of the Phoenix, Ariz., OIC. ‘‘She became a
spokes-person who accompanied the founder,
Dr. Leon Sullivan, at congressional hearings.
She had to overcome significant male egos
to preside over all these dudes at meetings
and workshops, which usually got loud and
emotional.’’

Blue recalled one particular meeting,
where ‘‘one of the most vociferous, a senior

executive from a major city, had the floor
and was waxing eloquent. Finally Johnetta,
without even raising her voice, said firmly,
‘OK, that’s enough. Sit down.’ Now, it took
most of us by surprise that she would tell
this guy to shut up. But she did, and he sat
down.’’

Marshall is widely know as a nurturer too.
She grew up in Louisville’s Limerick neigh-
borhood, daughter of concrete finisher John
Marshall who died when she was 10, and
Emma Marshall, who supported the family
with domestic work. Marshall had wanted to
be a surgeon, but being black and female in
the segregated 1930s and ’40s, it was difficult
to aspire to so lofty a vocation.

A divorcee, she raised six children on her
own, has four grandchildren and two great-
grandchildren. The fruits of her labors are
plentiful among her children: Samuel is a
San Francisco stockbroker; Charles, a geri-
atric doctor in Los Angeles; and John, a su-
pervisor of correctional officers in Los Ange-
les County, Glenna is a Louisville graphic
artist; Marilyn, a bookkeeper in Atlanta;
and Jo, a computer systems engineer in Lou-
isville.

Marshall also served as a role model for
scores of other people’s children at the Pres-
byterian Community Center at 760 S. Han-
cock St.

‘‘She’d ask questions like, ‘How are you
doing at home? How are you doing at
school?’ ’’ said Ernest ‘‘Camp’’ Edwards, 63,
an associate executive presbyter for the
Presbytery of Louisville. ‘‘I was sort of mis-
chievous, throwing stuff on the floor and
blaming somebody else, so she always
preached that I should be accountable for my
own behavior and not blame others.

‘‘That really stuck with me over the
years,’’ Edwards said. ‘‘She has a kind of
presence and talks to you so that it makes a
difference. I’m a social worker by profession,
and, because of her, I decided to work with
people. She was a ‘significant other.’ and I
decided I could be a significant other.’’

Charles Hammond, the 52-year-old mayor
of Fairfield, Calif., first met Marshall at the
community center when he was 14. It was
‘‘where we virtually lived after we got out of
school, and she was one of our youth direc-
tors. They basically kicked our behinds and
kept us in line. We’d have our dances and
she’d give us rules—no cursing, no smoking,
treat the ladies like ladies * * * But she al-
ways had time for us. There was never a
question that went unanswered. And that’s
what we admired about her. Seven days a
week, any time you looked around, there she
was, just like our mothers.’’

JOHNETTA MARSHALL’S ADVICE FOR SINGLE
MOMS

Johnetta Marshall successfully raised six
children along. Some now have families of
their own, and all pursue rewarding careers.

‘‘It wasn’t easy then,’’ said Marshall, ‘‘and
even though women have more advantages
now, it is lots more difficult.’’

She offered this advice for today’s single
mothers: ‘‘Recognize that you are only one
person, that you can never by a mother and
a father. Just be the best role model you can.

‘‘As the mother, you instill in your chil-
dren some ideals by the way you live. Always
be honest and frank with the children. Don’t
let them think you can give them the moon
when you can only give them a piece of the
earth.

‘‘And don’t give up. You can do it.’’
ABOUT THE OLDER WOMEN’S LEAGUE

Founded in 1980, the Washington, D.C.-
based Older Women’s League promotes issues
of health care, Social Security and housing
for women over 50.

There are 20,000 members nationwide and
chapters in every state.

Annual dues start at $15; sterling, silver
and platinum memberships also are avail-
able.∑
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NATIONAL SCHOOL LUNCH WEEK

∑ Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, in honor
of National School Lunch Week I want
to talk about one of the great public
policy success stories of this century—
the National School Lunch Program.
Passed by Congress and established by
President Truman in 1946, this program
by law has the mission ‘‘to safeguard
the health and well-being of the Na-
tion’s children.’’ By fighting hunger
and promoting good nutrition among
children, we can help them grow and
mature into healthy, productive
adults.

The program has been a resounding
success in meeting this mission. Any
parent or teacher can tell you that a
hungry child cannot learn. More and
more scientific evidence has made it
clear that hunger and malnutrition can
undermine a child’s progress in school.
Hunger remains a serious problem in
this country, and school meals are an
important part of the effort to fight it.

Today, the National School Lunch
Program serves over 25 million stu-
dents in 92,000 schools across the coun-
try. More than 90 percent of all public
schools participate in the program. For
almost 50 years, it has provided com-
plete and nourishing meals to children,
nearly half of them from low-income
families. The school lunch program has
reduced malnutrition and improved the
health and well-being of children.

Since 1946, we have learned a great
deal about the relationship between
diet and health. We have learned that
it is not enough to provide children
with calories. They need the right
kinds of food to keep them healthy.
Too much fat, saturated fat, choles-
terol, and sodium can increase the risk
of heart disease and some forms of can-
cer. Low-income and minority groups
are at greatest risk for those problems.
Those risks begin in childhood. Good
eating habits established in childhood
are critical to staying healthy
throughout one’s life. I am very proud
of the bipartisan legislation we passed
last year to improve the nutritional
content of school meals.

Mr. President, let me sum up by reit-
erating how important these programs
have been, and how important they are
today. Just as they were 50 years ago,
school meals remain a critical part of
this country’s effort to promote our
most precious resource—the health and
well-being of our children. We have
worked hard to build a program that is
ready to meet its statutory health mis-
sion well into the 21st century. As we
consider proposals to block-grant or
cut these programs, let us not forget
how successful they have been in the
past and how important it is to main-
tain them at the Federal level to fulfill
our national responsibility to fight
hunger and promote good nutrition.∑
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